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We have had four new starters 
this month.  They have all had a 
big warm welcome from their 
new friends. 

Harith  

The children at Nursery enjoyed the Easter 
Bonnet competition which was run by the 
Westholme Association.  Mrs Ashcroft and 
Mrs Berry, from the Association had some 
very tough decisions to make as to who 
would win from each class.  After much  
deliberation, the following winners were 
announced: 
 
Patrick Dixon and Ella Higginbottom. 
 
Well done to all the children who made 
bonnets. We had the most entries ever!  

The children have also enjoyed taking part in different 
Easter activities.  They took great delight when making 
chocolate Easter nests and also had fun making Easter 
Egg cards for their Mummies and Daddies using different 
craft materials. 

Cormac 

Maria 

Ammara 



This week our to
pic has been .... 

 

MATHS 

As part of the Early Years Foundation Stage we support 
children in developing their understanding of Problem  
Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy.  We aim to embed this 
practice within our daily directed activities as well as the 
resources available to children. This ensures that they have 
opportunities to practise and extend their skills. We do this 
through a broad range of contexts including stories, songs, 
games and imaginative play. 

Along with Billinge 
House, we have  
dedicated a whole week 
to MATHS! 

For this year’s ‘maths week’ we decided to base our  
activities on the children’s favourite story,  The Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Smith. The children loved reading the 
story during group times along with the staff who used it 
to probe children’s mathematical thinking. All key workers 
prepared an activity which related to the story with  
mathematical learning objectives.  Some included looking 
at the different sizes of caterpillars and butterflies, as well 
as learning about the sequence of a butterfly’s lifecycle.  
Many of the children can now independently sequence the 
story as well as the life cycle if provided with the  
appropriate props.  

The children made a butterfly which was 
used to look at patterns. They enjoyed  
learning about symmetry through creative 
painting and printing.  These have been 
displayed in the green room and will also  
feature in the end of school year  
magazine. 



The environment was also arranged with maths in mind! In 
the blue room we changed the shape and number line into 
a fruit number line, using the images from the story.  The 
children could count the fruits on the peg and find the 
matching number to peg beside it. When calculating, this 
supports the development of children’s mental imagery. We 
extended this to outside where the children enjoyed  
jumping on large number floor tracks made with chalks. 
Although this activity had an objective in mind, it  
encouraged them to make their own game up with their 
own rules. 

The children enjoyed singing number rhymes daily during 
circle time, as well as counting the children for the  
register and using these numbers to set up for snack. Our 
role play was set up as a farm shop with recognisable 
props from the story. We resourced it as a means to  
allow children to develop an awareness of number and 
calculating skills. We used calculators, tills, pretend 
money, coins, price tags, weighing scales, recipe cards 
and books.  During play children loved to collect things 
so we used opportunities like these to recognise and 
question them on equivalence such as ‘greater than’ and 
‘less than’.  It is important for the children to understand 
that mathematical language is part of our daily  
vocabulary. The staff use this often when involving  
themselves in the children’s play, to help them build on  
language and develop their imagination in the role play.  
It equally supports and extends their thinking skills. 

The next topic we are  
looking at is ‘Under the Sea’. 
If you think that you have 
any props or ideas to  
support our children’s  
learning then please feel free 
to let us know. 
 
Thank you. 



I have been to Faris’ 
house where I enjoyed 
being driven about on his 
new toy quad! 

I have also been to Aleena’s house 
where I went to her Gran’s party 
and enjoyed yummy chocolate 
cake before playing on the slide 
and swings. 

Finally, I had lots of fun at  
Jessica’s house where I 
watched her at her swimming 
lesson followed by lots of fun 
at Cheeky Monkeys. I enjoyed 
playing with her older brother 
Joshua too! 

I enjoyed a trip home with Adeena 
who played outside with me and 
took me for a very yummy 
McDonalds. We watched her big 
brother Ilhaan play football and 
went to meet some of the family. I 
got lots of cuddles! 

Shalini spent a lovely 2 weeks in the 
sunshine.  She went over to India with 
her Mum to spend some time with her 
Grandparents.  Unfortunately there 
was not enough room for sunshine in 
her suitcase to come home!  

Sophie enjoyed visiting Blackburn Fire 
Station Open Morning where she saw 
different fire engines from across he 
decades.  She also enjoyed looking at 
the Meer Cats, Lizards and Snakes that 
were on show from Aquamania!  

This month, there have been a  

number of children who turned 3.  

Happy Birthday wishes went to 
Maryam Zaki, Jazmine Hunter,  

Harriet Cousin and Oscar Hinks. 


