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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Research 

The EPQ is an internally assessed (externally moderated by the exam board) standalone qualification 
taken by around 40,000 students a year in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, in addition to their A 
level/level 3 studies.  It gives students the opportunity to research a topic of their interest; this does 
not have to be based on an academic subject that the student is studying.  However, it is important 
that students show the project to be relevant to their educational aspirations. 

Students carry out independent research and then create either an extended essay (5,000 word is the 
common guideline), or it could also be a musical or dramatic composition, a short film, a piece of 
software, a report or an artefact, backed up with a 1,000 word report. Once the essay/report is 
complete students must deliver a short 10-15 minute presentation to a group of non-specialists about 
their topic. This also forms part of the assessment and contributes to the final grade. 

Grades are awarded in the range A*- E and allocated from 28 to 8 UCAS points; roughly equivalent to 
half an A level.  An EPQ is estimated to be roughly 120 hours of work.  Some schools encourage 
students to complete the EPQ in year 12, while other students will complete it over the summer 
between years 12 and 13. 

Following the move to linear A levels and the consequent focus on just three subjects for both sixth 
form years, the EPQ takes on even more importance as an increasing number of schools use it to 
broaden the Key Stage 5 curriculum. 

As the chart below shows, both the number of EPQ entries and its share against total A level entries 
show its rise on the KS5 curriculum.  However, the EPQ is another outlier in terms of the skew 
towards females (60:40, females to males) and in grade distribution.  42% of grades are awarded at 
A* / A. 

 

Note:  All data are extracted from the JCQ A levels results tables from the relevant 
years: https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/a-levels. 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/a-levels
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Many universities now offer direct support to teachers and students with completing the EPQ.  Find 
out more by visiting the page for each university. 

Key findings from UK Higher Education websites: 

 Research on university websites suggests that the skills that students develop as part of the 
EPQ are highly valued 

 Some universities reflect this by adjusting their standard A level offer for certain courses to 
include the EPQ 

 Others universities use the EPQ results in Confirmation and Clearing to distinguish between 
students who have the same A level results 

 A number of universities and colleges encourage applicants to refer to their project in the 
personal statement and interviews 

 EPQs are widely valued by universities and colleges making points-based offers 

 The EPQ is not widely available to learners; students who do not have the opportunity to take 
it will not be disadvantaged. 

 Students must check the current entry requirements for their chosen course before applying 
and follow any advice given specifically about the EPQ. 

Here are extracts from a selection of universities about the EPQ. 

Bath University: 

Having an EPQ will show universities that you have the independent writing and study skills needed 
to study their courses. 

If you take the EPQ alongside A levels and apply to study at Bath, you could get an offer for most of 
our courses that is one grade below our typical A level offer. Check the entry requirements on your 
course's page for full details. 

Search for undergraduate courses 

If your students are doing an Extended Project, please make sure they discuss their project in their 
Personal Statement. It may not be included in an offer, but Admissions Tutors may well take it into 
account when deciding whether they are able to make you an offer. 

e.g. Business Administration 
Typical offer: AAA/A*AB with specified grades per subject 

Alternative A level offer: 

AAB plus one of the following: 

 grade A in an EPQ  

 grade B in the Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate  

 grade M1 in Cambridge Pre-U Global Perspectives  

Students presenting with one of the above project qualifications should receive both the typical offer   
the alternative. 

Birmingham University:  

The University of Birmingham recognises that an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) encourages 
independent learning and helps prepare students for higher education. We’re therefore pleased to 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993/why-choose/support-from-higher-education-institutions
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/taking-the-epq-to-strengthen-your-course-application/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/undergraduate-course-search-2019/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate-2019/business-and-management/bsc-business-administration-including-placements/#entry-requirements
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/preparing-for-university/epq/index.aspx
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offer advice for students and resources for teachers to support the development of valuable study 
skills. 

At the University of Birmingham, applicants who take the EPQ and meet our offer criteria will be made 
the standard offer for their programme of choice, plus an alternative offer which will be one grade 
lower plus a grade A in the EPQ. For example, where our standard offer is AAA, the offer would be 
AAA; or AAB plus A in the EPQ (though please note that this excludes our Medicine (A100) and 
Dentistry (A200) programmes). 

We believe that this recognises the importance of independent learning and the value of this 
qualification as preparation for Higher Education. 

Bristol University: 

We welcome applicants offering an Extended Project Qualification either as a standalone qualification 
or as part of a Diploma/Baccalaureate programme. Where applicants choose to offer the Extended 
Project alongside A-levels, we may make two alternative offers, one of which involves success in the 
Extended Project. Please check the relevant admissions statement for details. 

Cambridge:  

We welcome the Extended Project and would encourage applicants to undertake one as it will help to 
develop independent study and research skills valuable for higher education. However, we recognise 
that not all students have equal access to them and so completion of an Extended Project won't 
normally be a requirement of any offer made. 

King’s: 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) has the potential to develop many skills which may prove 

beneficial when studying at King’s. The EPQ will not however be considered in place of standard A-

level (or equivalent) requirements. 

Manchester: 

The University recognises the benefits of the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) and the 
opportunities it provides for applicants to develop independent study and research skills. 

We strongly encourage prospective students to provide information about the EPQ in their personal 
statement and, if invited, at interview. This is because a number of our academic Schools may also 
choose to take your performance in the EPQ into account should places be available in August for 
applicants who narrowly miss the entry grades for their chosen course. 

In some cases, admissions tutors may wish to make an alternative offer to applicants, one of which 
involves successful completion of the EPQ (eg AAA at A-level or AAB plus the Extended Project at 
Grade A). Where this is the case, it will clearly be stated in the academic School's entry requirements. 

Newcastle:  

We value the skills of research and independent learning that the Extended Project is designed to 
develop.  We welcome applications from students offering an Extended Project alongside A levels. 

If you offer an Extended Project, it will be taken into account as part of your application profile. Check 
the entry requirements for your chosen degree to see if this will be included in any offer made. 

  

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/uk-qualifications/#epq
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/entrance-requirements
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/entry-requirements/index.aspx
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/entry-requirements/uk-entry-requirements/#ep
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply/requirements/#important-curriculumreforms
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/
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Nottingham: 

The University welcomes the added challenge provided by the Extended Project but will not normally 
specify achievement as part of the offer. The Extended Project may be considered as an alternative to 
a fourth AS Level subject. 

Oxford University: 

Working on an EPQ encourages students to develop research and academic skills relevant to 
undergraduate study. Therefore, we would recommend anyone completing an EPQ to draw on these 
skills when writing your UCAS personal statement. 

Whether you undertake a formal EPQ or not, you will be a more convincing applicant if you can 
demonstrate breadth of reading and independent research into your chosen subject; if you have 
pursued study beyond that required by your school syllabus. The departments' websites have further 
helpful advice on places you might start to think about your subject beyond your school syllabus. You 
can find details on the relevant course page. 

However, as we do not include the EPQ in our conditional offers we would stress that your final A 
level (or equivalent qualification) grades are most important to your application and you should be 
careful that any additional independent study does not jeopardise these. 

Southampton University: 

The University of Southampton was the first to introduce an alternative offer scheme for applicants 
who excel in the EPQ. 

Under this scheme, eligible applicants to subjects across our humanities, business, law, social 
sciences and related programmes may receive two offers – our usual offer plus an offer of an A in the 
EPQ and one grade lower in their A level subjects (e.g. AAA at A level; or AAB at A level AND an A 
grade in EPQ). 

This additional offer reflects our confidence in the EPQ as an excellent preparation for the kinds of 
independent study necessary for students to succeed at a research intensive university such as 
Southampton. 

To find out more about admissions and the courses available at the University of Southampton, 
please visit our Undergraduate course page.  

Warwick: 

Applicants presenting the Extended Project are encouraged to discuss their research in their personal 
statement and reflect on how undertaking the project will help prepare them for studying their chosen 
degree at Warwick. Offers will not normally be made conditional on achievement of an Extended 
Project. 

 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/ugstudy/applying/entryrequirements.aspx#AlevelandASlevelrequirements
https://uni-of-oxford.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/446/~/how-does-oxford-view-the-extended-project-qualification-%28epq%29%2C-and-can-i-submit
http://www.ox.ac.uk/courses
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/learnwithustransition/epq-support/admissions-policy.page?#_ga=1.106578115.1501673254.1490283484
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses.page
https://warwick.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/entry/

