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Activities 2021

ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY

Art and Photography Club takes place during lunchtimes and after 
school each week. They explore a range of themes, techniques and 
experiments that develop the creative making skills. 

CREATIVE ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY
There are a diverse range of Creative Arts and Technology clubs and 
clinics for all students at Westholme. Each challenges students to 
develop knowledge in different areas of the Creative Arts and nuture 
their creativity!

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP
The Design Technology Club is for all students to develop their 
problem-solving ability, whilst enhancing their technical skills and 
knowledge in a practical environment where they can use the tools, 
machinery and computer software available to them at school. 

TEXTILES WORKSHOP
Aimed at both novices and more advanced students, Textiles Club 
is an opportunity for all students to have some fun and gain some 
important skills. Introduction to sewing projects helps to build skills 
and confidence with both hand and machine sewing. 

BIOLOGY SOCIETY (SIXTH FORM)
Biology Society is a time for Sixth Form students to delve deep into 
topics they may have never heard of before! The group runs every two 
weeks, with personal research time in between so pupils can develop 
their independent studies and teamwork, whilst making friends.

JUNIOR SCIENCE CLUB
If you enjoy the practical aspects of your science lessons, then Junior 
Science Club is the place for you! Each week we choose a practical 
activity that gives you the opportunity to enjoy the thrills that science 
in the laboratory can bring.

SCIENCE CLINICS
At Westholme students are encouraged to take responsibility for 
their own learning and one of the ways the Science Department 
encourages this is through the use of subject specific clinics for 
students of all ages, across each of the science disciplines. 

LEGO ROBOTICS
Students will use the Lego Mindstorm set to learn all about robotics 
including using sensors and motors. This club combines with 
Technology to participate in the First Lego League competition where 
students have to work together to create a problem solving robot!

MATHS CLINIC
Mathematics Clinic runs twice weekly at lunchtimes and supports 
students of all ages and abilities. One is specifically for Year 11 to help 
prepare them for GCSEs and the other is for Years 7-10. A weekly 
‘drop in’ clinic provides extra support for our Sixth Form students.

MATHS ENRICHMENT
The Mathematics Enrichment Club exists to encourage bright and 
interested mathematicians of all ages. Students work in groups 
on interesting and challenging problems. We also run a UKMT 
Mentoring Scheme for our students.

MULTI-SPORTS

Multi-Sports is offered at lunchtimes for pupils in Years 7-9. Activities 
are suggested by pupils and put forward through the Sports Council. 
Previous activities have included handball, basketball, dodgeball and 
volleyball - open to abilities of all levels, just turn up and play!

FOOTBALL
In football sessions pupils will develop their technical and tactical 
knowledge of the game. Sessions will look at the fundamental skills 
but also focus on developing specific aspects of play based on the 
respective teams performance in fixtures and competitions.

NETBALL
Netball sessions focus on key skills such as footwork and passing 
while we also take an in-depth look at transitional play and game 
management as part of team tactics. Our specialist training 
programme takes into account games-based scenarios from our 
competitive matches.

HOCKEY
In hockey sessions players will develop numerous skills and 
techniques as well as working on specific team tactics. All ability 
levels are welcome to attend practices whether you are new to the 
sport or are at representative level. Skills learnt in weekly practices 
feed into our competitive sport programme. 

COMPUTING DROP-IN
This is an opportunity for students to get help with some technical 
issues, complete homework, or just develop their computing skills. 
Later in the year, this session will also act as a revision period for 
GCSE Computer Science students.
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SWIMMING CLUB
Swimming Club aims to supplement our competitive swimming 
programme. Stroke development is key and swimmers will work hard 
to develop their technique and fitness. The team also takes part in 
various fixtures against other competitor schools!

SWIMMING FOR IMPROVERS (INVITE ONLY)
Our Improvers Swimming Club is for pupils who have had limited 
exposure to swimming or aquatics and who are developing their 
water confidence and stroke development. Sessions are delivered in 
small groups with fully qualified swimming teachers.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
Cross-Country Club is open to runners of all abilities whether pupils 
are taking part to keep fit or to become an elite performer. The club 
takes advantage of the spectacular countryside surrounding the school 
and sessions can include trails, hill running and interval training! 

ATHLETICS (SUMMER TERM)
During the summer term athletics is our most popular club. Athletes 
make use of the excellent facilities at Witton Park during practice 
sessions and pupils are taken to this facility by coach. We have 
close links with Blackburn Harriers who provide us with specialist 
performance coaches for both track and field events.

CRICKET (SUMMER TERM)
Cricket practices concentrate on the fundamental aspects of batting, 
bowling and fielding. Practices are open to all ability levels and all 
will have the opportunity to develop their individual techniques in 
the nets.

ROUNDERS (SUMMER TERM)
Westholme School has a rich history of excellence in rounders and 
teams are regularly district champions at various age groups. Practice 
sessions look at technical and tactical aspects of the sport and all 
pupils are allowed to attend. 

TENNIS (SUMMER TERM)
Tennis Club is delivered by specialist tennis coaches as well as 
members of PE staff. This allows us to cater for those who would like 
to play in social games and those who are already on a pathway to 
excellence. 

Performing Arts
DANCE CLUB
Whether you’ve been a dancer all your life, or you just want to 
try something new, Dance Club is an exciting new opportunity to 
get active, and is open to all year groups, three times a week. In 
the sessions we explore a range of dance styles, from Ballet and 
Contemporary, to Tap, Street and even Salsa!

CHAMBER CHOIR
Junior Chamber Choir and Senior Choir are both an opportunity to 
sing in parts in a larger group. They are compulsory for those having 
singing lessons but any other pupil is welcome to join. Rehearsing 
weekly, they are designed to be both enjoyable and accomplished!

ORCHESTRA
The Senior School Orchestra is the flagship ensemble of the school. 
We welcome players of all orchestral instruments to come along on a 
Thursday evening and perform a wide range of orchestral repertoire, 
from film music to symphonies, and concerti to musicals.

PERFORMING ARTS CLUB
This vibrant and exciting club is an opportunity for all performers 
in Years 7 to 9 to learn new skills in dramatic and musical theatre 
performance. Students in the club are invited to perform in our 
annual Performing Arts Evening in the Croston Theatre each year.

This club exists as a drop in clinic for Drama students in Years 10 and 
11, to encourage refinement of their performance work for practical 
exams or to practice their production or technical skills in the theatre. 

DRAMA GCSE REVISION

SCHOOL PRODUCTION REHEARSALS
School Production rehearsals exist to encourage performers of all 
ages to develop their skills  in the Performing Arts. Students work 
in groups with a director and creative team to create an exciting live 
performance in the Croston Theatre. 

SWING BAND
The school Swing Band is a traditional Jazz ensemble, covering a 
range of styles from the golden age of swing through to more modern 
jazz arrangements. This is the place to learn to improvise, to take a 
solo part, or to have a go at directing an ensemble for the first time. 

WIND BAND
Wind Band is a small chamber wind ensemble, which performs a 
variety of genres. This is aimed at beginners upwards, giving all wind 
players the opportunity to perform in a group as early as possible in 
their playing career.

Enrichment

LEGO CLUB
Come along and have a go at the weekly Lego challenge, such as 
build a free standing tower as tall as you or build a structure with two 
moving parts. Or simply enjoy 30 minutes playing with Lego!

Whether you can knit or want to learn a new skill – come and enjoy 
30 minutes of knitting and nattering. You can start by knitting simple 
squares to be sewn together to make blankets, and maybe even move 
on to making hats!

KNITTING FOR CHARITY

We make a wide variety of different foods including: smoothies, can-
apés, hot drinks, apple swans, cookie jar kits, cakes, scones, biscuits, 
jam windmills, bread etc. We try to use seasonal produce and create 
foods for holidays and events such as Halloween, Christmas and 
Valentine’s Day. We also have quizzes and competitions! 

FOODIE FRIDAYS

Swimming Club in the Westholme Pool Cross-Country Running

Tennis (Summer Term)

School Production Rehearsals

Drama Clubs in our 500 seater Croston Theatre

Junior and Senior Chamber Choir

Lego Club Foodie Fridays
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GCSE FOOD CLINICS
The Tuesday and Thursday sessions are for Years 10 and 11 students 
to come and spend time in the food room working on their classwork 
or homework tasks. They can also work on their NEA (Non Exam 
Assessment) work or catch up on any missed work. 

CHESS CLUB
Students can play chess any day of the week with the boards in the 
LRC. On Friday lunchtime we have a tournament where pupils can 
challenge each other and try to claim the top spot on the chess leader 
board! (Chess club also gives pupils a chance to spend time in a 
quiet, calm environment that helps mental health and provides an 
interesting challenge.)

DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING
In Debating Society we discuss and debate important topics from 
current affairs to the age old argument as to whether Santa should 
be considered real. It is fiercely contested in a warm, welcoming 
environment. Anyone is welcome to come along whether to lead a 
debate, ask a question as part of the floor, or just to hear what others 
have to say.

EQUESTRIAN CLUB
Equestrian Club is the chance for you to learn all about horses and 
stable management. Each half term, you will learn about different 
aspects of stable management and have the opportunity to attend a 
riding school each holiday, practise the skills you have learnt, and 
earn badges. 

PSYCHOLOGY FILM CLUB

In Psychology Film Club, students can watch a series of films and 
documentaries that every aspiring Psychologist should watch. 
These range from A Beautiful Mind and Dangerous Method, 
to Stephen Fry: The Secret Life of the Manic Depressive. If this 
sounds like the kind of thing you’d be interested in then why not 
give it a try! AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL HUMAN 

RIGHTS GROUP
This group is led by a Sixth Form leadership team who plan activities 
for students. Students in all years have the opportunity to join in 
lunchtime campaigns. (The group aims to promote awareness about 
global human rights issues within school, whilst also seeking to 
make a change in the world, in a fight to stop human suffering and 
injustice.) 

PHILOSOPHY 
This club provides students with the forum to express thought and 
speech on a range of abstract concepts and philosophical ideas.  
Various mind-bending thinking games will be used as warm-ups 
before allowing deeper discussion on a range of stimuli.  Students 
develop and question each other’s ideas through the use of critical 
thinking skills. 

FRENCH CLINIC
Run by Mrs Hodgson, our Senior School French Clinic is for 
both GCSE and A Level students. A Level students support GCSE 
students with their speaking and listening skills, helping them to 
develop confidence and fluency in their French language skills. 

GERMAN CLUB/CLINIC
In German Club we blend culture and conversation. We learn all 
about German-speaking countries whilst practising the language 
and even enjoying some German treats!

MANDARIN
Mandarin Club is for students in Years 7 and 8 as a fun way to lay 
the foundations for further study of the subject. It provides the 
opportunity for young learners to explore the country, its people, 
the rich history and diverse culture. There are after school sessions 
for Year 11 students which focus on GCSE exam skills including 
speaking, translation and writing. 

SPANISH CLUB

Students can come to Spanish Clinic to improve their level across 
all the skill areas. Whether they have issues with grammar, a tense 
that is posing a particular challenge or want to find new ways of 
expressing opinions, Spanish Clinic is the place to come. 

HISTORY
GCSE History support clinic is on every Monday lunchtime and 
at breakfast time on Thursdays throughout the year. Students 
from all History groups are encouraged to attend sessions for 
further advice about examination question answering techniques 
or for a member of the department to assist with any homework 
assignments. At A Level, a member of the department is also 
available in the Sixth Form Cafe at breakfast time every Thursday 
to offer assistance!

Languages

Humanities

GEOGRAPHY
The Geography clinic runs on Wednesday lunchtime and offers pupils 
the chance to catch up on missed work, get assistance with work they 
are finding difficult, have help in revision and exam technique or 
simply to try and improve on a certain area they are struggling in.  

CAREERS GUIDANCE
Students are encouraged to visit the careers room during lunchtime 
sessions to explore careers and university courses or to ask 
questions about subject choices, apprenticeships or work experience 
opportunities. Advice and guidance are always available to students 
and they are supported in their research.  
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