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Liberal Arts Degrees – examples of 2018 Entry Requirements 
(Students should always check university websites for current entry requirements as these may have changed since this document was created) 

 
In recent years many Liberal Arts courses have opened, especially in England.  The idea of a Liberal Arts degree has come from the USA, where there are 
hundreds of dedicated liberal arts colleges.  The Scottish system tends to be more flexible; Dundee now offer a specific Liberal Arts degree 
 
The key benefits of a liberal arts degree are that students do not need to specialise in a subject area as soon as they leave school. Other benefits include:  
 

 Preparation for work in a variety of sectors: you will gain a strong foundation knowledge in a wider range of subjects than if you were to take a 

degree specialising in a single subject  

 Communication Skills: Strong speaking and writing abilities are incredibly important in pretty much every career field.  

 Reading Comprehension: Reading is a skill, and it's one that can improve greatly with practice. Liberal arts classes involve lots of reading, and 

this will benefit you in any career.  

 Cultural Understanding: Students of the liberal arts study people and cultures. They are asked to think about problems in the world and to 

come up with creative solutions. Liberal arts students understand diversity.  

 Analytical Abilities: You are unlikely to get far in a liberal arts degree program if you cannot take in information and analyse it. In other words, 

earning a liberal arts degree is a 4-year exercise in thinking for yourself.  

An important aspect of the Liberal Arts and Sciences degree is the flexibility to choose your major as you progress through your studies.  Note that A Level 
General Studies and Critical Thinking are normally excluded from offers. 

 

 
Institution 

 
Required subjects and additional information 

 
A levels 
 

 
International 
Baccalaureate 
 

 
Scottish Higher/ 
Advanced 
Higher 

 
Aberystwyth 
 

 
Students elect a major from a broad choice of themes (exploring the past, 
literary cultures, visual cultures, theatre and performance, languages, or 
media cultures), and to be taught by staff from a number of departments, 
including English, History, Modern Languages, Welsh, Art, Theatre, Film 
& Television Studies.  

 
AAB-BBB 

 
30-34 points 

 
Offers based 
individually, 
contact the 
university 
 

 
Birmingham 
 

 
Liberal Arts & Sciences. 
 
You may need specific subjects to study certain Majors after you enrol. 

 
A*AA-AAA 
and admissions 
essay 

 
35-36 points 

 
AA in 
Advanced 
Higher plus 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://courses.aber.ac.uk/undergraduate/liberal-arts-degree/#cour-req
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/liberal-arts/liberal-arts-and-sciences.aspx?OpenSection=EntryRequirements#CourseOverviewTab
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/liberal-arts/admissions-essay.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/liberal-arts/admissions-essay.aspx
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For further details, please visit the Majors page. In some cases, a Major 
can be pursued without specific subjects provided you perform well in 
particular first year modules. 

 AAAAA/AAAAB 
in Highers 

 
Brighton 

 
The Humanities degree at Brighton draws on philosophy, history, culture, 
literature and critical political studies to investigate the major challenges 
of living in the contemporary world. 
 

 
BCC–CCC  
(104–96 UCAS 
points) 
 

 
27 points 

 
Highers BBCCC 
or 
AH: BCC 

 
Bristol 
 

 
Visit the Faculty of Arts website (www.bristol.ac.uk/arts) for a full list of 
subjects taught. There may be specific subject requirements for particular 
subject pathways; please read the admissions statement (below) for further 
information. 
 http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/media/undergraduate/admissions-
statements/2018/liberal-arts.pdf 
 

 
A*AA 
 
including at least 
two subjects taught 
by the University's 
Faculty of Arts*  
 

 
38 points 
 
to include 18 
points at Higher 
Level with 6, 6 
at Higher Level 
in two subjects 
taught by the 
University's 
Faculty of Arts. 

 
Advanced 
Higher: AA 
including one 
arts subject and 
one arts/essay-
based subject, 
and Standard 
Higher: AAAAA 
(see list of 
subjects on the 
website). 

 
Derby 
 
 

 
Ideal for students with wide-ranging interests who are seeking a structured 
degree but do not want to be restricted to traditional disciplinary boundaries. 
You can choose to study in America for a single semester or a full year. 
 

 
112 points  
 
(up to 16 points 
from AS) 

 
Contact the  
University. 

 
Contact the  
University. 

 
Dundee 

 
MA Liberal Arts degree. 
 
Choose from subjects across the range of MA disciplines in both the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, with the option of studying certain subjects 
from outside the MA structure as well. 

 
BCC( minimum) – 
BBB (typical) 

 
30 points  
 
(5,5,5, at Higher 
Level). 

 
BBBB – AABB  
(typical) 

 
Durham 
 

 
Liberal Arts offer you the opportunity to design your own programme of 
study. You can study two, three, or even four subjects, in and beyond the 
Arts and Humanities, selecting and combining modules in ways which 
reflect your particular interests and aspirations. 
 

 
A*AA  
 

 
38 points  
 
(666 at Higher 
Level). 

 
AH : AAA 
specific 
subjects may be 
required at A at 
Higher level 
depending upon 
subjects chosen 
in degree. 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/courses/study/humanities-ba-hons.aspx
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2018/liberal-arts/ba-liberal-arts/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/media/undergraduate/admissions-statements/2018/liberal-arts.pdf
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/media/undergraduate/admissions-statements/2018/liberal-arts.pdf
https://www.derby.ac.uk/media-and-cultural-studies-courses/liberal-arts-ba-hons/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/study/ug/liberal-arts/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/courses/info/?id=12357&title=Liberal+Arts&code=LA01&type=BA&year=2018#coursecontent
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Essex 
 
 

 
The Liberal Arts course has a flexible structure which allows you to choose 
the range of modules and combinations of disciplines from humanities, arts 
and social sciences to suit your own interests and curiosity.  
 
We are also happy to consider a combination of separate IB Diploma 
Programmes at both Higher and Standard Level.  IB certificates at the Higher 
level are considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 
BBB, 
 
including one 
essay-based 
subject 

 
30 points  
 
including a 
Higher Level 
essay-based 
subject grade 5.  

 
Higher: AAAAB- 
AABB  
 

 
Exeter 
 
 

 
You’ll be taught the social and intellectual value of subjects as diverse as 
history, philosophy, literature, science, economics, theology and anthropology 
as much as you’ll be taught the specifics of each subject. The breadth of 
knowledge you will acquire will be complemented by in-depth learning in your 
chosen field of specialisation – your Major. 
 

 
A*AA-AAB 
 

 
38-34 points 

 
ABB - AAA 
Typical offer 

 
Keele 

 
The core modules support Liberal Arts thinking; philosophy, cultural studies, 
creativity and social science, as well as offering a Liberal Arts training: inter-
disciplinary work, critical thinking, communication, innovation and problem-
solving. Alongside these, students can choose a range of complementary 
elective choices. 
 

 
ABB 

 
30-34 points 

 
Contact the  
University for 
detailed 
requirements. 

 
Kent 
 
 

 
Liberal Arts teaches you to see the world from a range of perspectives - 
political, cultural, historical and economic - and develops your 
understanding of how each impacts on the other.  Liberal Arts brochure. 
 
Required subjects: 
Grade B in Mathematics and in a modern foreign language other than 
English  
 

 
ABB  
 
BTEC: The 
university will 
consider 
applicants on a 
case by case 
basis.  

 
34 points overall 
or 15 points at 
Higher Level 
 
IB Diploma 
Mathematics 4 at 
HL or SL 
(Mathematics 
Studies 5 at SL) 
 

 
H: AAABB 
 
AH: AAB 

 
King's College 

 
The BA Liberal Arts is interdisciplinary, innovative, and flexible, yet 
strongly grounded in the expert research-centred teaching School of Arts 
and Humanities. 
  
Anchored by a distinctive core module in each year, you will study a 

 
AAA  
 

 
35 points 
 
and HL 666 
including HL6 in 
relevant subject 

 
AAB at Higher 
in one sitting 
and AA at 
Advanced 
Higher, 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
http://www.essex.ac.uk/courses/details.aspx?mastercourse=UG00239&subgroup=1&year=next
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/libarts/liberal/#Overview
https://www.keele.ac.uk/ugcourses2018/liberalarts/
https://www.kent.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/261/liberal-arts#entry
https://www.kent.ac.uk/courses/pdfs/liberal-arts.pdf
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/liberal-arts-ba.aspx
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broad range of options in the first year, before choosing a major for years 
two and three, which enables you to tailor the programme to your own 
interests. You are also encouraged to spend a semester abroad at one of 
our partner institutions in over 30 countries, and can take a credit-bearing 
internship module. You will study a modern language in year one, and 
have the opportunity to carry that on throughout the degree 
 
The following majors require a grade A at A-level (or equivalent) in the 
relevant language: French, German, Spanish, Portuguese. For the Music 
major, a grade A at A-level Music (or equivalent). There are no subject 
requirements for all other majors. 
 

for chosen major 
(see 'Compulsory 
subjects'). 
 

including A at 
Advanced 
Higher in any 
subject required 
for your chosen 
Major 

 
Leeds 
 

 
You choose a “major” in a humanities or social science subject – 
examples include English, History, Music, Theatre and Performance, 
Philosophy, Politics, and Religious Studies. This strand of the course 
gives you intellectual depth. 
 
You also take a bundle of modules from three out of seven broad Topic 
areas: Literature and the Visual Arts; Society and Politics; Performance, 
Theatre and Music; the Digital World; Living Histories and Heritage; 
Learning a Language; and Ethics, Science and Religion. This strand 
enables you to follow your interests across a wide range of subject areas, 
and teaches you skills of cross-disciplinary inquiry. 
 

 
AAA 

 
35 points  
 
including 17 at 
Higher Level 
 
 

 
AA in Advanced 
Highers and 
AABBB in 
Highers, or A in 
Advanced 
Highers and 
AAABB in 
Highers, or 
AAAAAA in 
Highers. 

 
New College of 
Humanities 
 

 
The combined honours degrees combine a major and a minor subject, 
studied alongside a liberal arts-inspired NCH Diploma. 
 
Please note that you must have an A, B or C in A-level Mathematics, at least 
5 at Higher Level Mathematics in the IB, at least 6 at Standard Level 
Mathematics in the IB, or an equivalent in order to study the Economics 
major. For the Economics major IB Mathematical Studies is not accepted. 
 

 
AAB  
 
and five GCSEs. 
 

 
36 points 
 
(inc core points) 
with 6,6,6 at 
Higher Level 

 
Highers: 
AAABB 
 
AH: AA 
 

 
Regent's 
University of 
London 
 

 
New range of liberal studies degrees provides a true US-style liberal arts 
education, a first in the UK. A programme tailored to your interests that allows 
you to pursue a specialist major while immersing yourself in a broad-based 
education spanning the arts, humanities and social sciences. From a 
multidisciplinary base, you choose from a range of majors, in areas such as 

 
CCC 
 
Plus 5 GCSEs at 
grade C or above 
or equivalent 

 
30 points 

 
5 Highers at 
grade C 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://courses.leeds.ac.uk/25597/BA_Liberal_Arts#section1
https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/entry-requirements-country/
https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/entry-requirements-country/
http://www.regents.ac.uk/about/subject-areas/liberal-arts-humanities/overview/
http://www.regents.ac.uk/about/subject-areas/liberal-arts-humanities/overview/
http://www.regents.ac.uk/about/subject-areas/liberal-arts-humanities/overview/
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art history, business and psychology, so you can focus your interest on a 
particular field. As you do this, the liberal arts ethos challenges you to think 
independently, to make connections across disciplines, to question 
conventional wisdom and pursue your own ideas and inspiration 
 

 
Richmond The 
American 
University in 
London 
 

 
A degree at Richmond University takes place over four years, with the 
first year exploring the core curriculum. You have the flexibility to decide 
in which area you’d like to specialise later on in the programme (no 
‘major’ rush). This flexibility allows you to plan ahead and change your 
majors and minors when you need – the variety in your studies is up to 
you, and the combination of major(s) and minor(s) you take determine 
what you qualify in when you graduate. 
 
Degrees are accredited in the US (Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools) and validated in the UK (Open University).   Normally a 
degree is completed in four years.  Students have flexible subject choices 
and compulsory internships which carry degree credits. 
 

 
CCC 
 
96 UCAS points 
 

 
24 points 
 

 
Contact the  
University 
 

 
Royal Holloway 
 

 
Liberal Arts is an internationally-recognised approach to study that will 
prepare you for life in our rapidly changing world. With an emphasis on 
teamwork alongside individual development, our rigorous and intensive 
programme will equip you with skills of critical thinking, creativity and 
adaptability, through your study of a wider range of areas than is usually 
possible in a Single or Joint Honours degree. 
 

 
ABB. 
 
BTEC: DDD in 
relevant subject 

 
32 points  
 
655 at Higher 
Level 
 

 
Scottish AH: AB 
with AABBB in 
Highers 
 

 
SOAS 

 
Global Liberal Arts: 
The BA in Global Liberal Arts at SOAS is broad but rigorous, for highly-
motivated students who wish to explore a range of subjects from arts and 

humanities to languages and social sciences. 
 

 
ABB 
 
BTEC : extended 
DDM 

 
33 points 
 
(5,5,5 at Higher 
Level). 

 
Highers AAABB 
Advanced 
Highers AAB  
 

 
University 
College London 
 

 
The Arts and Sciences (BASc) degree is UCL’s Liberal Arts course. 
 
Students choose to major in one of four Pathways: Cultures,Health and 
Environment ,Sciences and Engineering , Societies  50% of your study 
time is spent on the pathways, your major and minor combined. The 
remaining 50% is spent on the Core subjects choosing Cultures or 

 
A*AA-AAA  
 
to include a 
mixture of arts 
(including 
humanities and 

 
38-39 points  
 
with a score of 18-
19 in three Higher 
Level subjects to 
include a mixture 

 
A1,A-A,A at 
Advanced 
Higher and 
A,A,A at Higher. 
A mixture of 
Arts/Humanities

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/undergraduate-programmes/the-art-of-liberal-study/
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/undergraduate-programmes/the-art-of-liberal-study/
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/undergraduate-programmes/the-art-of-liberal-study/
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/undergraduate-programmes/the-art-of-liberal-study/
https://www.royalholloway.ac.uk/courses/2017/undergraduate/mllc/liberal-arts.aspx
https://www.soas.ac.uk/history/programmes/ba-global-liberal-arts/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/degrees/arts-sciences-basc/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/degrees/arts-sciences-basc/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/cultures
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/health-environment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/health-environment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/sciences-engineering
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/pathways/societies
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/current/core
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Societies as their major must choose Health and Environment or 
Sciences and Engineering as their minor pathway, and vice versa. This 
ensures that you study a mix of arts and sciences courses throughout 
your programme. 
 
*Please note that some options within a pathway may require prerequisite 
subjects at A Level or equivalent. 

social sciences) 
and 
science/maths 
subjects. See the 
list of preferred 
UK GCE A 
Levels. 
 
 

of arts (including 
humanities and 
social sciences) 
and science 
subjects. The 
specific subject 
requirements for 
each pathway is 
shown on the 
website. 
 

/Social 
Sciences and 
Sciences/Mathe
matics is 
required. 
 
See website for 
specific subject 
requirements. 

 
Winchester 
 
 

 
BA (Hons) Modern Liberal Arts (Philosophy). 
 
Students explore a range of profound and important ideas and concepts, 
unrestricted by academic subject boundaries, and underpinned by rigorous 
philosophical speculation. They read and reflect on many of the most 
influential texts in the Western tradition, and beyond, and discuss their own 
responses both in writing and orally. 
 
Study on the programme draws on classical and modern texts, and from 
contemporary and popular culture, including film, music and art. 
 

 
104-120 Tariff 
points 

 
26 points 

 
104-120 Tariff 
points 
 

 
Warwick 

 
The course will appeal to you if you approach problems from the 
perspective of more than one discipline and enjoy thinking about the Big 
Questions that are facing our contemporary society and the world at 
large. 
The course is constructed around Problem-Based-Learning (PBL), which 
involves learning about a subject through problem-solving. 
 

 
AAB  
 
plus B in English 
and Mathematics at 
GCSE 

 
36 points 
 
plus B in 
Mathematics at 
GCSE, or 5 in 
Higher Level 
Mathematics or 
6 in Standard 
Level 
Mathematics or 
Maths Studies. 
 

 
AA in Advanced 
Higher  if got 
ABB or BBB in 
3 different 
Highers OR AB 
at AH  if have 
got AAB in 3 
further Higher 
subjects  

 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/prospective/application/alevels
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/prospective/application/alevels
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/basc/prospective/application/alevels
http://www.winchester.ac.uk/Studyhere/Pages/ba-hons-modern-liberal-arts-philosophy.aspx
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses-2018/liberalarts

