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Medicine taught in English in Europe 

Studying Medicine in Europe in English is an option that an increasing number of students will 

consider for a wide variety of reasons. If you live in the UK and are applying to UK universities for 

Medicine you may want to increase your chance of success by looking further afield or if you are 

studying at a school abroad you may prefer to study on the European mainland. Studying Medicine 

outside the UK is not an easy option; you need to be capable of following a UK medical degree and 

be fully committed to becoming a doctor.  Please look at the separate document, “Medicine in Europe 

in English Fees, entrance exams and application information,” for more detailed information on 

current fees and the application process. 

Below are some points to consider.  

Cost - Tuition fees plus living costs 

Costs vary from country to country and even within countries. Before you begin the process of 

applying to a university, which can be a lengthy and costly process in its own right (flights to see the 

university, university entrance exam/application fee), make sure you know what the annual tuition 

fees are and any extras. If the university you are applying to is a private institution the fees can be 

much higher than in the UK, for example CEU Cardenal Herrera University (Valencia, Spain) fees are 

€ 21.000 p.a. and it is a 6 year degree. On top of this you will need to add on accommodation, living 

(food, medical insurance, socialising) and travel costs. Also be aware that if you are a UK domiciled 

student you will not qualify for a student loan to cover any of your costs outside the UK. 

Country and Language 

Many of the European countries that teach Medicine in English speak  a language that is not widely 

taught in schools - Romania, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Ukraine and Poland. Although the course will 

be taught in English you will need to study the language to have a basic understanding of what is 

happening around you. If the course is traditional with a pre-clinical and clinical stage you will not 

have contact with patients for the first few years so this provides some opportunity to learn the 

language (on top of your studies). When it comes to having contact with patients generally translators 

will be provided. However, to get the most from the experience you will need to learn the language. 

At CEU Cardenal Herrera University, Medicine is taught in English until the second semester of the 

third year and then it is taught in Spanish. 

Ability to Practice 

To be certain that medical degrees obtained outside the UK will allow you to practice in the UK you 

must check with the General Medical Council. At the time of writing, courses taught within the 

European Economic Area should meet the requirements. If you qualify in countries outside the EU at 

present you may need to take additional professional exams Professional Linguistic and Assessment 

Board (PLAB) before you can practice in the UK. The GMC are developing plans to establish a 

Medical Licensing Assessment (MLA) for 2022. This will comprise of two tests, the assessment will be 

taken by UK medical graduates and international medical graduates from outside the European 

Economic Area (EEA). 

 

They also want to assess medical graduates from the EEA. That would mean nearly all doctors go 

through a common assessment. At the moment law prevents this being done. This issue is part of 

negotiations about Britain leaving the European Union.  

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/plab
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/plab
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Securing a NHS Foundation Year training contract may be more difficult from outside the UK.  You 

may have to remain abroad until you are fully qualified. 

Application Process and Entry Requirements 

Applications are generally made direct to the university. Academic subjects required by the 

universities will vary, in addition to Chemistry and Biology some may require Physics, Maths or a 

Humanities – check carefully before you apply. Many of the universities will require you to sit an entry 

test and there is often a fee attached to this. The test will cover Chemistry and Biology but can also 

include Maths and Physics; you will need to be aware beforehand what will be covered so as you are 

prepared, search for past papers and students comments on their experience.  

Application Deadline 

You need to check this carefully with each university as there is variation. A university may change 

the date each year. Some medical degrees have two intakes a year. Generally the advice is to apply 

early. 

Visa Requirement 

You may need to apply for a student visa to study in another country. 

Transfer 

Once you begin a degree it is not possible to transfer to the UK part way through the course. 

Useful Websites: 

Medical Doorway 

They often have a seminar in London in the autumn, which will be attended by some universities 

based outside of the UK offering Medicine degrees. 

A Star Future 

http://www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/
https://www.medicaldoorway.com/
http://astarfuture.co.uk/study_medicine_abroad.html

